IELTS Speaking Cue Cards

Your complete preparationguide forthelELTS Speaking section.This resource features 20 model
cue cards with sample answers, high-scoring vocabulary, andexpert speaking strategies —
everything you need to walk into your test with confidence and clarity.

20 CUE CARDS ( SAMPLE ANSWERS ’ ‘ VOCABULARY BANK } { SPEAKING TIPS




CUE CARDS 1-4

People, Places, Books & Helping

Others

Describe a Person Who
Influenced You

Topics: Whotheyare - Howyoumet - What
they did - Why they matter

"Mr. Sharma showed me that persistence
and self-belief are more powerful than
natural talent.”

Vocabulary: profoundly influenced -
instilled confidence - a defining moment - |
owe a great deal to...

3

Describe a Book You've Read
Recently

Topics:Whatit's about - Whyyouchose it -
What interested you - Would you
recommend it

"Atomic Habits argues that small,
incremental changes lead to remarkable
results.”

Vocabulary: compelling read - thought-
provoking - backed by research - changed
my perspective

2

Describe a Place You'd Like to
Visit

Topics:Where it is - Whatyou know - Why
you want to go - How you'll get there
"Kyoto is steeped in history — a city that has
balanced tradition with modernity."

Vocabulary: long-cherished dream -
breathtaking scenery - immersive
experience

4

Describe a Time You Helped

Someone
Topics: Whoyou helped - Thesituation -

How you helped - How you felt

"l felt an immense sense of satisfaction — it
was its own reward."

Vocabulary: lend a helping hand - made a
tangible difference - deeply fulfilling



CUE CARDS 538

Skills, Memories, Technology & Busy

Describe a Skill
You'd Like to
Learn

Video editing 4 a
highly sought-after

skill in today's digital
landscape. Plan to
learn through online
courses and daily
practice with DaVinci
Resolve.

Vocabulary: master
the fundamentals -
translate ideas into
visual stories - a
creative outlet

Describe a
Childhood Memor
y

Summer vacations at
grandparents' village 4
mango orchards, aam
ras, and the warmth

of togetherness. A
simpler, more carefree
time vividly etched in
memory.

Vocabulary:
cherished memory -
brings back nostalgia -
a simpler time

Describe
Technology You
Use Daily

My smartphone 4an

indispensable tool
seamlessly integrated
into daily life for work,
learning, and
creativity. A double-
edged sword requiring
boundaries.

Vocabulary:
enhances productivity
- constantly connected
- a double-edged
sword

Describe a Time
You Were Very
Busy

A hecticmonth before
a freelance web launch
4 working 12314 hours
daily. Broke the
project into daily
micro-targets and
communicated
transparently with the
client.

Vocabulary: under
enormous pressure -
juggling
responsibilities - a
gruelling but
rewarding experience



CUE CARDS 9-12

Inspiration, Decisions, Sport & Good

News

Describe a Famous Person You
Admire

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam — India's "Missile
Man" and former President. Rose from
humble beginnings to inspire millions. His
philosophy: failure is not the opposite of
success but a step toward it.

Vocabulary: iconic figure - rose from humble
beginnings - a beacon of hope - lasting legacy

Resqribe a,RifticuHReRisAN ime — a
leap of faith. Weighed pros and cons, built a
client base first, and calculated a financial

runway. In hindsight, no regrets.

Vocabulary: a crossroads in my life - weighed

the pros and cons - no easy answers

BRAGEHLSAPBA YRUENIOX, early
mornings. Simultaneously meditative and
energizing. Builds endurance, clears the head,
and offers a welcome escape from routine.

Vocabulary: clears my head completely -
builds stamina - a meditative quality

Describe a Time You Received Good
News

My first major freelance client accepted my
proposal — a turning point in confidence. Re-
read the email three times. A moment of pure
elation and validation of hard work.

Vocabulary: a moment of pure elation
overwhelmed with joy - it meant the world to
me



CUE CARDS 13-16

Festivals, Ads, Travel & Healthy Habits

< Traditional Festival

Diwali—the Festival of Lights. Celebrates
the triumph of light over darkness. Homes
decorated with diyas and rangoli; families

gather for Lakshmi Puja. Rich in cultural
significance;bringscommunities together.

4 Visiting a New Place

Coorg, Karnataka— the "Scotland of
India." Coffee plantations, misty valleys,
Abbey Falls. A hidden gem that exceeded all
expectations. Completely rejuvenating.

a Impressive Advertisement
Aninsurance addepicting role reversal
between an elderly father and his son.
Emotionally resonant with almost no
dialogue. Great advertising is fundamentally
about storytelling and empathy.

Staying Healthy
A morningroutinecombining cycling,
journaling, and nutritious breakfast — a
non-negotiable part of the day. Holistic
approach to wellbeing that sustains energy
throughout the day.



CUE CARDS 17-20

Mistakes, Music, Goals & the

Environment

Describe a Time You Learned
from a Mistake

Acceptedafreelance projectwithouta
written contract — a wake-up call. The
client disputed scope mid-project with no
record to reference. Now every project
begins with a clear written agreement. A
hard but necessary lesson.

Vocabulary: a hard but necessary lesson -

in hindsight - transformed the way |
operate

Describe a Goal You Want to
Achieve
Building a product-based digital

business for sustainable, independent

income. Currently researching the market,

developing a mobile app, and studying
monetization strategies. Requires both
patience and persistence.

Vocabulary: a long-term ambition -
working steadily toward it - financial
independence

Describe a Piece of Music You
Like

Aclassical Indian composition in Raag
Bhairavi, heard live at a cultural event.
Deeply moving and evocative — it creates a
space of quiet emotion. Music transcends
language barriers and communicates what
words cannot.

Vocabulary: deeply moving - stirs
something within me - a timeless quality

Describe an Environmental
Problem

AirpollutioninAhmedabad — a pressing
concern, especially in winter. Caused by
vehicle emissions, industry, and
construction dust. Solutions require both
policy enforcement and individual action.
Collectiveresponsibility is essential.

Vocabulary: a pressing concern - wide-
ranging effects - sustainable long-term
solutions



VOCABULARY BANK

High-Scoring Phrases by Category

Usethese phrases naturally throughout youranswers.Examinersreward lexical variety — the
ability to express ideas with precision and sophistication. Don't memorize rigidly; practice weaving
these into your speaking until they feel natural.

People & Influence Places & Travel

« Profoundly influenced / shaped my « Along-cherished dream
outlook « Richin cultural heritage

« Instilled confidence / a sense of purpose . Breathtaking natural scenery

« Adefining moment in my life . Animmersive experience

- lowe a great deal to... . Steeped in history and tradition

« He/she opened my eyes to...

Books & Learning Challenges & Growth

+ A compelling read » A hard but necessary lesson

» Thought-provoking insights * A wake-up call

« Backed by scientific research « Pushed myself beyond my comfort zone
+ Changed my perspective on... « Agruelling but rewarding experience
« | found myself completely absorbed in... « In hindsight, | have no regrets
Emotions & Experiences Goals & Ambitions

+ A moment of pure elation « Along-term ambition

» Overwhelmed with joy » Working steadily toward it

« Aturning point « Requires patience and persistence

+ It meant the world to me + A meaningful milestone

« Deeply fulfilling experience . Financial independence and creative

freedom



SPEAKING STRATEGY

Your Answer Structure & Natural
Fillers

Everystrong IELTSSpeaking response follows aclear internal logic.Use this four-part framework
for any cue card topic — it ensures you stay on track, cover all prompts, and finish with a
memorable reflection rather than an abrupt stop.

Specific Detail Personal Reflection
Give concreteexamplesand Explain why itmattersto
facts.

you.

Directly AtEQAHCHQN Conclusion

clearly. Share youropinion or
closing thought.

This structure works for every cue card in this guide. The key is to move naturally from what

happened to why it matters — that personal reflection is what separates a Band 6 answer from a
Band 8.

Natural Fillers That Sound Fluent

Avoid "um" and "er." Use these phrases to buy thinking time while sounding composed and fluent:

% "What | find particularly interesting % "If I think about it more carefully..." —
is..." — signals depth of thought gives you a moment to organize ideas

% "That is actually a fascinating % "What comes to mind immediately
question because..." —shows is..." — a natural, confident opener

engagement with.the topic

Made with GAMINA



GRAMMAR GUIDE

Master Your Tenses

Usingthe correct tense isone ofthe fastestwaysto boost your Grammatical Range and
Accuracy score. Match your tense to the time frame of the question — this is a common area where
test-takers lose easy marks.

Past Events

Use Past Simple and Past
Continuous for completed
actions and descriptions of
what was happening at a
specific time.

« "I met him when | was
fourteen."

- "He was working on the
project when | called."

. 'l had been waiting for
weeks before | heard
back."

Ongoing Habits

Use Present Simple and
Present Perfect for
routines, general truths, and
experiences that continue to
the present.

« "l cycle four to five times
a week."

« "l have been using this

habit for two years."

"This has changed the

way | think."

Future Goals

Use Future Simple, going
to, and hope to / plan to
for ambitions, intentions,
and predictions.

« "l hope to have a
product launched within
a year."

- "l am going to start with

free tools first."

"l plan to visit during the

spring."

@ Pro Tip: Many cue cards require mixing tenses. A childhood memory uses past tense for
the event, present perfect for how it still affects you, and present simple for what you

believe now. Practice switching tenses within a single answer.



FINAL TIPS

Avoid These Common Mistakes

Even well-preparedcandidates lose marksonavoidableerrors. Reviewthesefourpitfalls before

test day — awareness is the first step to eliminating them from your speaking.

b Speaking Too Fast
Nerves make us rush. Slow down
deliberately. A measured pace signals
confidence and gives you time to choose
better vocabulary. Examiners cannot
reward what they cannot clearly hear.

E] Stopping Abruptly
Never end your answer mid-thought.
Always round off with a personal
opinion or reflection — even one
sentence like "Looking back, I think that
experience really shaped who | am today"
makes a strong finish.

yourself and speak with confidence.

o

&

Repeating the Question

Don't parrot the cue card prompt word
for word before answering. It wastes
time and sounds mechanical.
Paraphrase naturally or simply begin
your response directly.

Repetitive Connectors

Using "and then... and then..." repeatedly
limits your score. Vary your linking
words: meanwhile, consequently, in
contrast, as a result, having said that, on
the other hand.

Your final reminder: The IELTS Speaking test is a conversation, not an interrogation. Be
natural, be detailed, and let your personality come through. You have prepared — now trust
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